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data on cost of building materials provided by general and trade contractors for a
sample of buildings constructed in Canada during the years 1948-50. The methods
of constructing the index are explained in DBS Reference Paper No. 43, Non-
Restdential Building Materials Price Index, 1935-1952. Price indexes for twelve
principal component, material groups have been calculated by months from January
1949; indexes for nine of these are given in Table 3 for 1952 and 1953.

The composite index of non-residential building materials increased from
112-6 in January 1951 to a peak of 124-8 in March 1953. Most of this increase
of 12-2 points or 10-8 p.c. took place during 1951, the composite index increasing
9.7 points from January 1951 to December 1951 as compared with only 2-5 during
the longer period December 1951 to March 1953. All component groups contributed
to the increase during this period. At October 1953, the composite index and the
indexes of all component groups except electrical equipment and materials were at
or near previously established post-war record levels.

3.—Annual Price Index Numbers of Non-residential Building Materials, 195052,
and Monthly Indexes, 1952 and 1953
(1949 =100)
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World Wholesale Price Indexes.—Price changes within different countries
have varied widely since the years before World War II. Comparisons between
Canadian wholesale price changes and those that have occurred in other countries
are provided in Table 4.



